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Sociology 3411: Sociological Theory Post-1920s

Pre-requisites: Soc 1100, Soc 2111, Soc 3410
Instructor: Dr. T. Puddephatt
Class Location: Ryan Building 1021


Office: Ryan Building 2034

Class Time: Tue-Thurs, 11:30-1:00 pm

Email: apuddeph@lakeheadu.ca

3-0; or 3-0





Office Phone: 343-8091

Sociology web-page address: http://sociology.lakeheadu.ca     Office Hours: Wednesday 9-11 AM




Goals of the Course

The goals of the course can be broken into three major emphases: (1) to gain a strong familiarity with contemporary sociological ideas by reading the arguments in their original form; (2) to learn how to analyze, compare, and critically evaluate abstract theoretical ideas, and (3) develop strong writing skills in so doing. The course is designed in a way that you will be given plenty of feedback, such that you stand to improve as we progress through the term.        

With these goals in mind, you will be evaluated on the following:

(1) Writing Assignments



2 x 35%
(70%)

(2) In Class Group Assignments




(20%)
(2) Participation






(10%)










           Final = (100%)

Required readings: 

Contemporary Sociological Theory, Second Edition (Edited by Craig Calhoun, Joseph Gerteis, James Moody, Steven Pfaff, and Indermohan Virk). Malden, MA: Blackwell Publishing. 2007.
Explanation of Evaluation:

1. Writing Assignments: You are to write a comparative, analytical short essay in response to a question posed about the readings. Your answer should demonstrate a strong knowledge of the material, be very well written and well documented, and address the question in a direct, efficient manner.  You should use the ASA style for referencing the readings used (see department web page). DUE DATES: Feb 12, April 2.
2. In class Group Assignments: These will be announced only on the day they are happening, so it pays to attend class regularly. I expect you to work as a group to answer an analytical question related to the readings from the course. Thus, in an effort to be a help, rather than a hindrance to your group, be sure to have the readings done, preferably with some notes to draw on, before class. The exact number and frequency of these assignments will be determined as the course proceeds.
3. Participation: I expect adequate participation from the class, and I consider not just quantity (one contribution per day would suffice nicely), but also quality (that your contribution displays some basic grasp of the material). Thus at least one quality contribution per day, without any disruptive behaviour, would result in a perfect grade. Distracting or counter-productive behaviour in class can serve to negatively impact the grade.
COURSE SCHEDULE:

January 6 – Introduction to Course
January 8 – Peter Berger and Thomas Luckmann “The Social Construction of Reality”
January 13 – Erving Goffman “The Presentation of Self in Everyday Life”
January 15 – Herbert Blumer “Symbolic Interactionism”
January 20 – Peter Blau “Exchange and Power in Social Life”
January 22 – James Coleman “Rights to Act”

January 27 – DiMaggio and Powell “The Iron Cage Revisited”

January 29 – Mark Granovettor “Economic Embeddedness”

February 3 – Michel Foucault, “The History of Sexuality” and “Truth and Power”
February 5 – Michel Foucault, “Discipline and Punish”
February 10 – Anthony Giddens “Agency, Structure”
February 12 – Anthony Giddens “The Consequences of Modernity”


*** WRITING ASSIGNMENT #1 DUE ***
February 17 – 19     Reading Week
February 24 – Pierre Bourdieu “Social Space and Symbolic Space”
February 26 – Pierre Bourdieu “Structures, Habitus, Practices”
March 3 – Pierre Bourdieu “The Field of Cultural Production”
March 5 – Dorothy Smith “The Conceptual Practices of Power”
March 10 – Patricia Hill Collins “Black Feminist Epistemology”
March 12 – Frantz Fanon “Black Skin, White Masks” &
       Orlando Patterson “The Paradoxes of Integration”

March 17 – Jurgen Habermas “The Rationalization of the Lifeworld”
March 19 – Jurgen Habermas “Civil Society and the Political Public Sphere”
March 24 – Norbert Elias “The Social Constraint towards Self-Constraint”
March 26 – Zygmunt Bauman “Modernity and the Holocaust”
March 31 – Bruno Latour “We Have Never Been Modern”
April 2 – Immanuel Wallerstein “The Modern World System in Crisis”


*** WRITING ASSIGNMENT #2 DUE ***
Lakehead University Regulations:

IX Academic Dishonesty

 The University takes a most serious view of offences against academic honesty such as plagiarism, cheating and impersonation. Penalties for dealing with such offences will be strictly enforced.

A copy of the "Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary Procedures" including sections on plagiarism and other forms of misconduct may be obtained from the Office of the Registrar.

The following rules shall govern the treatment of candidates who have been found guilty of attempting to obtain academic credit dishonestly.
(a) The minimum penalty for a candidate found guilty of plagiarism, or of cheating on any part of a course will be a zero for the work concerned.
(b) A candidate found guilty of cheating on a formal examination or a test, or of serious or repeated plagiarism, or of unofficially obtaining a copy of an examination paper before the examination is scheduled to be written, will receive zero for the course and may be expelled from the University.

Students disciplined under the Code of Student Behaviour and Disciplinary Procedures may appeal their case through the Judicial Panel.

Note: "Plagiarism" shall be deemed to include:
1. Plagiarism of ideas as where an idea of an author or speaker is incorporated into the body of an assignment as though it were the writer's idea, i.e. no credit is given the person through referencing or footnoting or endnoting.
2. Plagiarism of words occurs when phrases, sentences, tables or illustrations of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a writer's own, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on the format followed) are present but referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given.
3. Plagiarism of ideas and words as where words and an idea(s) of an author or speaker are incorporated into the body of a written assignment as though they were the writer's own words and ideas, i.e. no quotations or indentations (depending on format followed) are present and no referencing or footnoting or endnoting is given.

